
Step Up to Spanish A Level 
Why study Spanish? 

Congratulations on selecting Spanish A Level. You have opened the door to opportunity! Studying 

Spanish will enrich your life, giving you opportunities to travel abroad and to learn about different 

cultures and different ways of life. Studying a language will also enhance your life chances, as 

universities and employers tend to prefer candidates who can speak more than one language. 

Did you know that linguists are better communicators and writers and have a better 

understanding of their own language too? Students who study languages do better in tests and 

learning a language will improve the functionality of your brain and improve your memory skills 

too. 

 

Spanish is the second most widely-spoken 

language in the world and one of the most 

widely-understood languages in Europe, 

with over 400 million speakers. 

Studying Spanish A Level will enable you to 

learn the Spanish language and you will 

also gain an in-depth insight into the 

cultural, social, political and artistic aspects 

of the Spanish speaking countries you will 

study.  

 

A Level Spanish – Introduction to the course 

At A Level, we follow the Edexcel syllabus.  

What will I learn? 

During this course you will develop your linguistic skills alongside your understanding of the culture 

and society of the countries where Spanish is spoken. 

You will study: 

• Technological and social change, looking at the multicultural nature of contemporary 

Spain 

• Looking at the changing role of tourism in Spain and on Spanish society today 

• Highlights of Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on TV; music and dance 

• Aspects of the diverse political landscape on Spain; looking at Civil War, Dictatorship and 

Transition Back to Democracy 

• The influence of the past on present day Spain 

 

     Throughout your studies you will learn the language in the context of Spain and analyse the 

issues and influences which have shaped them. You will be exposed to authentic, current 

materials enabling you to develop your language skills. You will undertake independent work 

to research areas further, including the Year 13 Individual Research Project which can be 

about any topic of your choice.  

 

     You will study a novel and a film which allow you to further develop your understanding of 

Hispanic culture.  



 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

Year 12 Module 1 

The changing role of 

families in Spain 

Year 12 Module 2 

The world of work and 

young people 

Year 12 Module 3 

Tourism in Spain: the good 

and bad 
Year 12 Module 4 

Music and dance in the 

Hispanic world 

Year 12 Module 5 

Media and 

communication; TV; press; 

social media 

Year 12 Module 6 

Traditions and festivals; 

festivals; food across the 

Hispanic world 
Year 13 Module 7 

Positive impact of 

immigration in Spain 

Year 13 Module 8 

The challenges of 

immigration in Spain 

Year 13 Module 9 

Social and public reaction 

to immigration in Spain 
Year 13 Module 10 

The Spanish Civil War 
Year 13 Module 11 

Franco and his dictatorship 

in Spain 

Year 13 Module 12 

The transition to democracy 

in Spain 
 

Transition Activities: 

How to learn Spanish? 

When learning a language, the saying that “practice makes perfect” is very appropriate. You 

develop a higher level of comprehension (listening and reading) if you expose yourself to the 

language every day. The simplest of actions can help you develop vocabulary eg putting on 

Spanish subtitles on your favourite programme, changing the language settings on your phone to 

Spanish.  

This set of activities focuses on the kind of things you can do regularly to develop these habits and 

to develop a greater level of Spanish.  

 

Task 1 – language skills  

Try to practise daily on Duolingo (do a test first so you skip the basics). 

https://podcast.duolingo.com/spanish  

 

 

Task 2 – grammar skills  

Work through the BBC Bitesize Spanish grammar activities.  

Make notes of each grammar point and try the practice exercises.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zmgrxyc 

 

 

 

https://podcast.duolingo.com/spanish
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zmgrxyc


 

 

 

Task 3 – cultural awareness and current issues 

Sign up to OllieMFL’s bulletin 

 https://www.boletin.co.uk/ 

You will receive historical, cultural and topical news for Spanish learners and enthusiasts based on 

the A Level Spanish course with vocabulary lists, grammar explanations, teacher tips and insightful 

expert interviews. Make a note of any new vocabulary or interesting information.   

Check out ConsejeriaUK on X (former Twitter) and Instagram for extra information about 

culture and to pick up even more language.  

 

 

Task 4 – watch a Spanish language film or series and write a 

review  

 

Suggested on Netflix: Las chicas del cable, Durante la tormenta, A cambio de nada 

Suggested on Channel 4: Sequía 

Suggested on Amazon Prime: Selena, Diamantes negros  

If you find anything else in Spanish that is appropriate, then feel free to watch it and review.   

 

To write your review, use the following points: 

1. Introducción: ¿quiénes son los personajes principales? (who are the main characters) 

                         ¿Dónde tiene lugar la película? (where does the film take place) 

2. Los personajes: what are the characters like, find some adjectives to describe each one 

3. Mi personaje favorito: who is your favourite character and why? 

4. Los temas: ¿qué temas se tratan en la película ? (what themes are raised) 

5. Los vínculos culturales : ¿cómo está vinculada la película con la cultura? (links with culture) 

6. La conclusión: ¿qué piensas de la película? ¿La recomendarías? 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.boletin.co.uk/


 


