Step Up to French A Level
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(Why French?

Congratulations on selecting French A Level. You have opened the door of opportunity! Studying French will enrich
your life, giving you opportunities to travel abroad and to learn about different cultures and different ways of life.
Studying a language will also enhance your life chances, as universities and employers tend to prefer candidates who
can speak more than one language.

Did you know that linguists are better communicators
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French is currently spoken by approximately 300 million O of o ®) \ /)"

people in a huge range of countries. Knowing French
means you could communicate with a huge number of
speakers around the world!

Studying A Level French will enable you to learn the French language and you will also gain an in-depth insight into
the cultural, social, political, and artistic aspects of the French speaking country/countries you will study. J
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Transition Activities:

How to learn French? }
When learning a language, the saying that “practice makes perfect” is very appropriate. You develop a higher level of
comprehension (listening and reading) if you expose yourself to the language every day. The simplest of actions can
help you develop vocabulary e.g. putting on French subtitles on your favourite programme, changing the language
settings on your email account to French, etc.

This second set of activities focuses on the kind of things you can do regularly to develop these habits and to develop
\ a great level of French. L

Task 1 —language skills

Try to practise daily on Duolingo (do a test first so you skip the basics).
You can also listen to the Duolingo podcasts in French:

https://podcast.duolingo.com/french

Task 2 — grammar skills

Work through the BBC Bitesize French grammar activities.

Make notes of each grammar point and try the practice exercises.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhh2gwx

Task 3 — cultural awareness and current issues

Pick a video from Un jour Un Actu each week.

https://www.1jourlactu.com/videos 1 aCtu
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Un Jour Un Actu is a news website aimed at French schoolchildren. They "E' o E b

post short animated videos on current affairs in France. The transcript is also available on the website and you can
slow the video down using the setting cog.

Make a note of any new vocabulary or interesting information.


https://podcast.duolingo.com/french
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhh2gwx
https://www.1jour1actu.com/videos

Task 4 — watch a French language film or series and write a review

Suggested on Netflix: L’Ascension (the Climb); Lupin; Call my Agent; the Parisian Agency
Suggested on Channel 4: A French Case
Suggested on BBC IPlayer: The Promise

If you find anything else in French that is appropriate, then feel free to watch it and review.

To write your review, use the following points:

1. Introduction: qui sont les personnages principaux ? (who are the main characters)

Ou est-ce que le film se déroule ? (where does the film take place)
Les personnages: what are the characters like, find some adjectives to describe each one
Mon personnage préféré: who is your favourite character and why?
Les thémes: quels thémes sont abordés dans le film ? (what themes are raised)
Les liens culturels: comment est-ce que le film est lié avec la culture ? (links with culture)
La conclusion : qu’est-ce que tu as pensé du film ? Est-ce que tu le recommanderais ?
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