2025 Bridging Tasks A Level English Language and Literature

Course preparation reading and activities

Core text to buy and read
The Lovely Bones (2002) - Alice Sebold
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lovely-Bones-Alice-Sebold/dp/0330485385 £6.99 Picador Edition

Recommended textbook
The Language of Literature: An Introduction to Stylistics Marcello Giovanelli and Jessica Mason (2018)
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1108402216/ref=dbs _a_def rwt bibl vppi i8
£14.09

Bridging Tasks (Due Lesson 1 in September)

Imagined Worlds

Read The Lovely Bones. For each chapter make a note of the key events and characters involved. Limit
your notes to 5 sentences per chapter. It is best to do this in a digital format - GoogleDoc or Word - as
you will need to update this when you analyse the text in more detail next term.

An example black Google Doc is here. You should make your own copy of this to share with your
teacher in September as well as to update during your time on the course.

Remembered Places

Summer preparation work
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Stories are waitin
e
Write your own transcript for an online advert
' encouraging tourists to visit Coventry, or a city of your
. choice that you know well. Include an accompanying
storyboard.

s

Watch the online advert “Stories are Waiting in Paris” on YouTube . Using this as a model, write your
own voiceover transcript for an online advert encouraging tourists to visit Coventry. You should:

1. Write a transcript of about 150 words.

2. Create a storyboard of 4-6 images that would be shown alongside the voiceover (therefore,
making this a multimodal representation of our city). You can either use existing images or draw
your own.

3. Annotate/write up a commentary on your advert using the example commentary annotations
below to help you. These are examples of some aspects of the original advert that you might
comment on, your new transcript might focus on completely different methods.



Example commentary annotations

Summer Bridging Task
Support

To exit full screen, press

The adverb ‘maybe’ The music has been used to...

suggests... The use of direct address ‘
would encourage the reader Use th IS mOdEI to help you
It is repeated to show... i to... ", .
Transcript to annotate your “Stories

((hurdy-gurdy style music plays))

are waiting in Coventry”

The stereotypical ) X
voiceover transcript.

theme of romance is
shown by the verb ‘...
shown in sound form

Narrator: maybe (.) maybe you'll go left ((footsteps)) (1) maybe you'll go right
((rollerblading)) ((clattering sound, pigeons scatter) (1) maybe you'll go up
((footsteps, skipping sound)) (1) down ((wooshing sound)) (.) round and round
((mechanical clicking sound, child's yell)) (1) maybe you'll go here (1) or there (1) to
this place ((/ive music)) (1) that place (.) maybe you'll meet him ((arrow appears on
screen pointing to man)) (.) her ((kissing sound)) (.) perhaps them (.) hopefully not
him. (.) maybe you see this (1) ((dog barks)) hear that ((parrot squawks, siren)) (1)
eat this (1) maybe you'll get lost (1) maybe it will rain ((rain)) (.) you shelter here
and this will happen (2) but maybe it won't rain (.) instead you'll go there (.) and fall
in love (.) with this ((car starts, door shuts)) (2) stories are waiting ((written text
appears on screen: ‘STORIES ARE WAITING")) ((music fades, train door slides
shut)) ((written texts appears on screen: ‘Eurostar, #wheninparis’))

Aim to identify at least 6
different language methods
you have used in your own
representation of our city.

The use of deixis creates a
suggestion of ...

It can’t be understood without
the images because...

Some features of spoken language
transcripts

* (.)= micropause (less than 1 second)

The slogan ‘stories are waiting’ highlights the idea that... = {footsteps))iSsaunds

* (1)= longer pause — number refers to length in
seconds, e.g. 1, 2, 3 etc.

* Maybe you'll go here = bold text means
emphasised words (e.g. maybe)

Poetic Voices

Task 1:
Conduct some research on Carol Ann Duffy’s life and create a timeline of events in Duffy’s life.

As a starting point: you might like to add when each of the poems in the AQA A-Level Language and
Literature Poetic Voices Anthology were published. A list of the poem titles is below.
You may also like to consider:
1. Eventsin her personal life that may have shaped her into the poet she is
2. Events that may impact the different 'Poetic Voices' she creates
3. Milestones in her poetry career.

Task 2:

Create a mind-map or list (whatever works best for you). Attached at the end of the document is a list of
all of the poems we will cover from the Poetic Voices Anthology for A-Level Language and Literature.
Think about:

1. The connotations of the words in each title

2. Any suggestions of meanings behind the title

3. Consider (if any) what methods the writer has used within the title

4. Consider the lexical choices in each title

5. Consider if any of the titles may link to the contextual information you researched.
Poem Titles:
The Captain of the 1964 Top First Love The Cliché Kid
of the Form Team Valentine Small Female Skull
Nostalgia The Biographer Never Go Back
Before You Were Mine Litany Close
Beachcomber Stafford Afternoons Mean Time



