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Drawings

Here is a checklist you can use for your drawings,

1 Your drawing and its label lines must be done with a really
sharp pencil (not a pen).

2 Your drawing should take up at least half the page / space
available.

3 Lines need to be clear and continuous — not ragged or
broken — and no shading or colouring is allowed.

4 Ensure the proportions are correct, i.e. different areas are
the right size relative to each other, and that your drawing is
a true likeness of the specimen that you are drawing.

5 Label all the different areas of tissue that you have shown,
writing the words in pencil or pen.

6 Rule the label lines (in pencil). Don't let the label lines cross
each other and do not write on the label lines.

7 Make sure the label lines touch the part you are labelling.

8 Annotations - add concise notes about the
structures/features labelled on your drawing.

9 Include a scale - add a scale bar immediately below the
drawing if necessary.

10 Include a title stating what the specimen is.

Tips for good biological drawings

® Use a sharp HB pencil. Keep lines clear and continuous, not feathery or sketched.
® Draw only what you see. Do not draw stylised patterns, and do not make it up!
Start with an outline. Keep it large and think about proportions.

® Do not use shading or colour.

® Draw label lines in pencil with a ruler. Lines should not have arrowheads and should just touch
the item to be labelled.
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