
5 exercises that will turn anyone into an artist.
https://www.creativelive.com/blog/5-drawing-exercises-turn-make-anyone-artist/

1) Doodling

2)Entopic Graphomania

3) Non-Dominant Hand https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Basmfuw9KaE

4) One Day, One Theme

5) Word Stacks

This is the best opportunity for you to be creative and have a go at drawing in ways you maybe never have.
You need time to be creative, you need to find space and relax to be creative.
This is perfect.
Go to the website above have a go at the 5 exercises that will extend your skills and give the opportunity to be creative. 
You need some paper and as you can see from Graphomania any paper will do, newspapers, scrap paper, leaflets.
Use a sketchbook or make a sketchbook you will need to keep you work safe so find a book/folder or some way of keeping 
your work.
Don’t throw anything away, its about trying something, its about giving it a go, not everything works every time.

Come back to school with some exciting, creative, new ways of working and a folder full of fun exercises.
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Year 12
An introduction to A Level Graphic Communication.

Pitfalls:

Not reading before 
writing.

Selecting images which 
are not recognised 
design pieces.

Selecting artwork you 
don’t like.

Select artists who's work 
you can’t find to 
research.

Objectives:

An understanding of ‘What is Graphic Design?’

To have knowledge of influential graphic designers.

To Understand ‘The Elements of art and Principles of Graphic Design’

To introduce areas of study.

To have Knowledge of resources for contextual research.

Tasks:
1. Read the sources on slides 4-8 and own sources to understand ‘What is Graphic design?’ 
2. Write a 300 (approx.) word paragraph on your understanding of What is Graphic Design? 
3. Ensure in the paragraph you discuss examples of 3 pieces of design work that help support your understanding.

Using these 2 websites 
https://inkbotdesign.com/5-typography-artists-worth-following/
Https://www.creativebloq.com/typography/typographers-follow-behance-11121295

4. Select 2 Typographers who’s work you find visually exciting.
5. Select 2-3 images of their work.
6. Write an annotation on each of them using the structure guides (slide 10,11,12) and the Elements of Art and the Principles 
of Design (slide 13 & 14) to help with your annotations.  

Websites: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tixZZ_YMOfE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_design
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqQx75OPRa0&t=182s
https://www.canva.com/learn/famous-graphic-
designers/
www.creativeboom.com/tips/inspire-your-design-
career-20-influential-designers-you-need-to-know/
www.creativebloq.com/graphic-design/names-
designers-should-know-6133211
https://www.illustrationx.com
https://www.qbcentre.org.uk/

Contact info: k.edwards@finhampark.co.uk
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Books you could buy

Want to visit a gallery or exhibition but can’t, there are many galleries doing virtual tours
https://www.veranda.com/luxury-lifestyle/artwork/g36453103/best-art-galleries/
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/23/10-of-the-worlds-best-virtual-museum-and-art-gallery-
tours?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attractions-g186217-Activities-c49-t28-England.html

100 Ideas that Changed Graphic 
Design 

Graphic Design, Referenced: A Visual Guide to the 
Language, Applications, and History of Graphic Design

Illustration Play: Craving for the 
Extraordinary 

Graphic Design: A 
Concise History 
(World of Art) 

The A-Z of Visual Ideas: How to Solve any Creative 
Brief  

Digital media In Graphic communication you will be given opportunities to work with hand rendered illustration 

techniques and Digital media, the first tasks will extend your illustration drawing skills, however you can practise using Digital 
media too. Affinity and Procreate are the main media we use. 
You can access to these in school.
If you have an iPad you can download Apple Procreate for £9.99 one off payment.
There are many other free alternatives so shop around. 

Maybe try something new, there are plenty of YouTube videos to help get you started!
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Annotation

a: Description
• What is the title and who is (are) the artist(s)?
• When and where was the work created?

• Describe the elements of the work (i.e., line movement, light, space).
• Describe the technical qualities of the work (i.e., tools, materials, instruments).
• Describe the subject matter. What is it all about? Are there recognizable images?
A gathering of information; names, dates, size. What do you see, feel? Also, contextual information 
such as facts about the artist or the times in which the art was made.
Subject Matter: What is in the art work (objective)?Medium: What tools, materials, or processes did 
the artist use?

Describe two artworks in detail so that your readers can easily visualise them without actually seeing them. 
Explain how the perspective, technique, and compositional features of each artwork help create 
contrasting effects. 
In your analysis, focus on two or three specific points of contrast. 
Support your analysis by referring to specific details from each artwork.



b: Analysis
Describe how the work is organized as a complete composition
• How is the work constructed or planned (i.e. movement, lines)?
• Identify some of the similarities throughout the work.
• Identify some of the points of emphasis in the work.
Is the artists concerned with colour, line, pattern, tone etc.

• A discussion of Formal Elements of art and Principles of design.
 Provide information about how the artist presents subject matter. Use the elements and principles 
below to analyses the images. Discuss why using these elements has ensured a good piece of work.

You can Google 
Formal Element of Art and Principles of Design for more 
support.



c: Interpretation 

Describe how the work makes you think or feel.
• Interpretive Statement: Express what you think the artwork is about in one sentence.
• Evidence: What evidence inside or outside the artwork supports your interpretation?

Describe the expressive qualities you find in the work?
Does the work remind you of other things you have experienced?
How does the work relate to other ideas or events in the world and/or in your other studies?

Your responses
What do you intend to respond to?
What are going to be your first experiments?
What are your intentions.







Technology

Transport
Geography
Interiors
Architecture

People 

Cities
Food

Mechanical

Science

Landscape

Possible themes for you to choose from in Yr 12:

Have a think about what interests you
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